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In 1920, a shipment of live cattle from India destined for Brazil stopped off in Antwerp, 

Belgium. The cattle were infected with rinderpest, and the shipment triggered a transnational 

outbreak of the disease. Four years later in 1924, an international organization, the Office 

International des Epizooties (OIE) was founded to coordinate international responses to the 

outbreak of animal-borne diseases. It is now called the World Organization for Animal Health 

(but still referred to as the OIE), and its main job is to carry out surveillance of animal 

movements across the planet and closely monitor the spread of their diseases. Nowadays, it is 

digitally tracking wild animals and fish as well as livestock. For comparison, the  

World Health Organization (WHO), which oversees transnational health issues affecting 

humans, was founded 24 years after the OIE, in 1948. The OIE developed out of the 

intensification of animal transport across the planet and the perhaps inevitable increase in the 

speed and extent of the spread of animal-borne diseases. These days, there are sophisticated 

digital surveillance systems that assist with the tracking, including the World Animal Health 

Information System (WAHIS), which is coordinated with the Global Early Warning System 

(GLEWS) and a variety of other digital surveillance systems whose job it is to track the 

movement of animals and their diseases across borders. Drawing on visits to different parts of 

the Mediterranean region to meet livestock traders, farmers, pastoralists, veterinarians, 

zoologists and other animal researchers, as well as local representatives of the OIE, 

the lecture describes how the movement of animals across the Mediterranean involve different 

kinds of borders from the ones crossed by humans. The lecture considers the surveillance 

systems being used in the contemporary period and historically to conduct surveillance of the 

nonhuman, focusing particularly on the Mediterranean region. By outlining the different kinds 

of logic used to track and control the movement of animals, the lecture aims to highlight the 

relations and separations between contemporary border controls aiming to control people,  

and those aiming to control animals and zoonotic disease. 

 

Image: Unloading camels at Port Augusta, c. 1893. One camel is being winched over the side of the ship, 

believed to be the steamer 'Bengal', while a number of Afghans watch on. The image is used, with permission, 

from the South Australian Library Archive https://collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+68916 
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